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ICDC IN ORLANDO, FL 

Orlando has so much to 

offer, so it’s the perfect 

place for ICDC 2015! 

Along with conference 

activities, there will be 

plenty to keep you 

busy. Disney World, 

SeaWorld, and Univer-

sal Orlando will all have 

“DECA Day in the Park”.  



DECA has a very rich tradition of charitable giving. As an 

officer team we selected the Make A Wish foundation which enables 

children with multiple health issues to receive their dream or wish. 

Their wishes may vary from going to Disney World, attending a base-

ball game, or even going shopping. Our wish is to raise $7,000 to 

make another child’s dream come true. Some suggested ways for 

your chapter to raise money can be through a bake sale, miracle mi-

nute or just monetary donations- every cent counts! Help us grant a 

wish today! For further assistance email madelinehopon@gmail.com                                                      

Madeline Hopson, Vice President of Civic Consciousness  

 As your VP of Communications, I would like to encourage all of 
our members to follow Arkansas DECA through the various social me-
dia sites: Instagram, Twitter, and on Facebook.  We, as teenagers, are 
always on our phones on social media, so it will be very easy for Ar-
kansas DECA to stay connected if everyone follows us on social me-
dia! I would love to stay connected with all chapters and help in any 
way I can, so if you need anything, please don’t hesitate to email me 
at hannahbug1999@att.net 

-Hannah Williamson, Vice President of Communications 

Greeting from your State Officers 



 This year, as a state, we have chosen to set a goal to increase 

Arkansas DECA membership by 10%. Not only do we want to raise 

membership overall, we want to increase active membership. The 

more active and competition ready members we have, the better our 

chances are at walking across stage at ICDC 2015. In order to accom-

plish our goal, we have each been assigned to mentor the chapters in 

our surrounding area. As an officer team we would like to take ad-

vantage of this unique opportunity by visiting with, and getting to 

know local chapters. If scheduling allows, I would love the opportunity 

to meet with your chapter and talk about competition. I look forward 

to meeting everyone this year and helping everyone achieve their 

goals.  

-Jennifer Laman, Vice President of Membership 

 As your Vice President of Finance, I am so excited to see what 

this year has in store for Arkansas DECA. How can your chapter get 

involved this year? Chapter campaigns are a great way to get your 

members and community involved. Chapter campaigns create 

awareness for those who are unsure of what DECA is and enhance 

your chapter in communication and experience  with the world out-

side of high school. As a chapter officer the past 3  years, I have led 2 

campaigns , so I've seen these campaigns increase the involvement 

of my chapter and connect our students with local communities. Get 

excited and have fun with DECA this year! I cant wait to see all the 

progress you will make! 

-Anna Albers, Vice President of Finance 

Greeting from your State Officers 



GREETINGS FROM YOUR STATE PRESIDENT 

Hello DECA Members! This year has start-
ed off to a great start. It was so nice see-
ing most of you at our Fall Conferences at 
Bentonville High School and Pulaski Tech. 
I want to encourage all of you to make 
this the BEST year in DECA yet. Your state 
officer team has so many great things 
planned. As a team this year we have im-
plemented a new program called 
"Connected." This program is designed to 
let the state officers stay more connected 
with the members in Arkansas throughout 
the year. Each school has been assigned a 
mentor (state officer)! I can’t wait to see 
all of you soon. If you have any questions, 
or ideas please don't hesitate to email me 
at rebecca.aguilera15@gmail.com! 

Rebecca Aguilera,  
State President 

DON’T FORGET TO FOLLOW US! 

Twitter: @arkansasdeca 

Instagram: @ar_deca 



Clarksville High School Pumpkin Patch 

In October, Clarks-

ville High School 

DECA has been 

carving pumpkins 

to display in the 

school store. Over 

eleven pumpkins 

were carved and 

displayed in the 

school store, The 

Panther Den, 

where students 

voted on their fa-

vorites by donating 

change to MDA.   

Not only was this a fundrais-

er, but also it was a DECA 

contest for the students who 

submitted the pumpkins.  

There were a wide range of 

categories for the pumpkins, 

such as scariest pumpkin, 

most creative pumpkin and 

DECAist pumpkin.  Over the 

weeks, the eleven greatly 

carved pumpkins, minus 

pumpkin number two which 

fell off the counter to its sad 

demise, sat on the shelves of 

The Panther Den for the in-

spection of peers, and for the 

money that could go MDA.  

In the end the winning 

pumpkin was pumpkin num-

ber three carved by Andrew 

Lemaster, Miguel Garcia, and 

Dylan Ross. 



Alma DECA Hosts AIS Fire Safety Day 

On Wednesday, October 22, 2014, Alma DECA host-

ed “Fire Safety Day” for the third grade students at 

the Alma Intermediate School. The students lis-

tened to a presentation over Home Safety, 

Smoke Alarms, and what to do in case of a 

fire. With help from the Van Buren Fire De-

partment and the Alma Volunteer Fire De-

partment, three fire trucks and a smoke 

house were provided for the students to 

tour. Fire Safety Day Crew member Dakota 

Shelton says, “The earlier we teach these 

kids to get out of a fire safely, the better off 

they’ll be in the future. They become more 

prepared.” Chairman of the project Ashlyn 

Elliott says, “If you involve fun activities, the kids 

really will retain the knowledge. Something as sim-

ple as a song to tell them to stop, drop, and roll can 

help them for the rest of their life.” Fire Safety Day 

is a great event and is planned to happen next Octo-

ber during fire safety month. 



Bentonville DECA off to a Busy Start 

The Bentonville High School DECA chapter has gotten not only 

the members of our school involved in the organization, but the whole 

state of Arkansas as well. This year, Bentonville High hosted the DECA 

Fall Leadership Conference, where over 100 of our members participat-

ed and we welcomed chapters from all around the state participate in 

the learning experiences as well. It served as a unique way to not only 

introduce new DECA members to the style of testing that occurs at state 

and ICDC level competitions, but also to engage members of all experi-

ence levels in a variety of interactive seminars that furthered their 

knowledge about the world of marketing and business ventures. Hosting 

the conference strengthened our chapter and gave members a way to 

get involved in the club that was fun and thought provoking. 

In addition, the Bentonville DECA chapter also had its 

members volunteer at the Apple Glen Elementary School “Apple 

Fest” on October 10th, which is a western themed event hosted 

annually, which is designed to raise funds to provide more technol-

ogy, field trips, and a better overall learning environment for the 

students there. At the Apple Fest, the chapter members enjoyed 

themselves by running food tables and fun activity booths, which 

brought a smile to the children’s faces, and in turn our own. 



El Dorado High School 

El Dorado High School students attended 

the Fall DECA Conference on October 27 

at Pulaski Technical College in North 

Little Rock. Students had breakout ses-

sions in AR Yes 2.0 program on Entrepre-

neurship, Leadership Skills, Information 

on introducing yourself using "Elevator 

Speeches" from state officers, and chari-

table organizational information from 

the Muscular Dystrophy Association.  

Students attending:  Megan  Alphin, Ali Blesdoe, 

Olivia CLovatre, Jasmine Cotoco, Jacob Digby, 

Harleigh Gathright, Michael Gilbert, Dominick 

Guzman, Trent Harter, Emily Herren, Malik Hill, 

Destanee Hymes, Caliyah Johnson, Elizabeth 

Mabry, Devin Tidball, and Madison Whatley, 

Landin Norman, Emily Riser, and Kennedy Webb 

Winners of  Mock Competi-

tive Exam:   

(top row) Emily Herren 

(middle row) Kennedy Webb 

and Emily Riser 

(bottom row) Harleigh Gath-

right and Landin Norman  



Springdale High School  

SHS DECA will host the Fall Blood Drive at Springdale High School 
on December 4, 2014. DECA members are responsible for organiz-
ing and advertising the event at SHS. Donations benefit the Com-
munity Blood Center of the Ozarks. This is the 9th year for the DE-
CA service project. Four members attended a training session held 
by the CBCO at Springdale High School. They received materials 
that could be used to educate and inform other DECA members 
about the importance of donating blood. SHS DECA members 
were responsible for educating and recruiting potential donors, 
making sign-up sheets and posters, sending reminder notes to do-
nors, communicating with teachers and administrators, and 
providing lunch for the volunteers.  

Hosts Blood Drive 

Raffle 

Springdale High School DECA is holding a raffle for three wonderful 

prizes! Prizes include a 16 gig iPad Mini (retail value $299), a $25 

Starbucks gift card, and a $25 Sonic gift card. The drawing will take 

place on Monday, November 24. Tickets are $1 each or 6 tickets for 

$5. Proceeds will be used to pay student expenses to the DECA State 

Career Development Conference in March. 



Maumelle hosts CBI  Halloween  

On October 31
st
 at Maumelle 

High School, our DECA chapter 

organized a carnival and trick-or-

treat event for the CBI students of 

our school. For 30 minutes, they 

all had the chance to participate in 

games, a photo booth, hug booth, 

or anything that was available to 

them. It was so amazing to see 

how our chapter interacted with 

them, how helpful everyone was to 

one another, and how much fun 

After the carnival, the students went around the entire 

school to the different classes to trick-or-treat and when all 

was said and done, their backpack along with their trick-or-

treat bags were full of candy. Everyone had so much fun and 

at the end of it all, we didn’t feel like we had shown them a 

good time, but rather they showed us a good time.  

Our CBI Halloween event, although it only lasted a 

couple hours gave us, along with them, memories that will 

last at least the school year if not the rest of our lives. We all 

feel honored that we were able to be a part of this amazing 

For those that don’t know what the CBI program is: 

It’s a program centered around the needs of physically and 

mentally handicapped students. We focus on the academic 

and social aspects while maintaining a friendship with our 

fellow CBI students and building relationships with them. 



Harrison elects New Officers 

Harrison High School’s DECA Chapter recently elected and installed 

new officers for the 2014-2015 school year.  The new officers are: 

president: Kolin Myers, vice president: Kenda Woodruff; treasurer: 

Shelby Atkinson; Historian: Garrett Snavely; and social media corre-

spondent: Daniel Bettis. 

A candle lighting ceremony was held in the Marketing Educa-

tion classroom at Harrison High School on September 5, 2014 

to install the new DECA officers.  The program consisted of 

the installation ceremony followed by breakfast.  The annual 

installation program marked the beginning of a busy year for 

the 110 members of the Harrison DECA Chapter. 



Harrison High School 

Harrison DECA members at 

Fall Conference 

DECA members with 

new t-shirt 

Members of 

the Small Busi-

ness Opera-

tions class re-

sponsible for 

operating the 

SBE.  



The Marketing classes of Washington Academy Charter School participated 
in a Digital Scavenger Hunt on November 4.  Students were to identify vari-
ous elements of branding such as trade character, brand mark, and trade 
mark.  The students were also required to find evidence of various branding 
strategies such as co-branding and brand extension.  Products in various 
product life cycle stages were sought as well as various types of packaging.  
The activity was held at Wal-Mart on Arkansas Boulevard. 

The objective of the hunt was to reinforce the various elements 
taught in the Product Management unit of Ms. Teresa Dow’s Marketing 
class. The students will print the photos and develop a poster identifying the 
elements and giving the rationale for their product choices.  Ms. Dow has 
been using this activity with her students for the last 4 years.   

Former students say that it is one of the memorable activities of the 
class.  Students completing the Career and Technical Education End of 
Course in Marketing score higher on the Product Management unit. 

Washington Academy Scavenger Hunt 



To start off 2014-2015, DECA held an outstanding club fair 

where we recruited 135 members on to the DECA team. We just re-

cently had our first meeting which set high standards for the ones to 

come. We have a great line up of successful and intelligent people to 

guest speak at our meetings. Our DECA team went to fall conference 

and won in 3 out of the 5 categories, which is very impressive.  We are 

just about to begin the Angel Tree project that everyone is more than 

excited for. Also, we are already looking towards the annual fashion 

show that DECA puts on. It’s a great way to get people involved in a 

fun and creative way and we always raise a lot of money.  

Fayetteville High School  



The Alma DECA Chapter has been on a roll these first few 
months of school. We are led by an officer team of 10 students 
and 3 sponsors. We are beginning our 2014-2015 year by 
hosting our yearly Fire Safety Day, chaired by Ashlyn Elliott, 
where the Fire Safety Crew went to the Alma Intermediate 
School and taught 3rd graders about fire safety. Another event 
we have scheduled is Miss Alma High School, chaired by Anna 
Albers and Courtney Funk, where girls in 10th through 12th grade 
compete in a pageant to win the title of Miss Alma High School.  

Alma High School 

Alma DECA is also raising money through multiple fund 
raisers such as hat day for teachers and students, we will hold 
our annual flamingo flocking, and bake sales for the Muscular 
Dystrophy Association, the Make-A-Wish Foundation and the 
Arkansas Children’s Hospital.  Our officers were able to attend 
the Northwest Arkansas Fall DECA Leadership Conference and 
our chapter is looking forward to competing at SCDC in 
March.   

Alma DECA is looking forward to meeting other chap-
ters at this year’s conferences.   



The Russellville High School DECA Chapter currently has 51 

members and all members have been busy since school began. We 

volunteered at a local elementary school to help work their fun fair. 

We helped worked various games around the school and just enjoyed 

playing with the kids. One of our biggest projects has been to set up a 

dog adoption booth at our Downtown Fall Fest. We picked up dogs 

from the Russellville Animal Shelter and brought them downtown in 

an attempt to get them adopted. While we were only able to get two 

dogs adopted from the fall fest, we generated a lot of publicity for the 

Shelter. 

 Sixteen members attended the Central Arkansas Fall Leader-

ship Conference in Little Rock.  Members participated in leadership 

seminars and met many new friends.   

 Our fundraising efforts have consisted of designing and selling 

t-shirts, and selling cookie dough.  From the proceeds of these fund-

raisers, we plan to support the Make-A-Wish Foundation and sponsor 

a local family for Christmas. 

Russellville High School 



Southside High School raises number of members! 

We worked extremely hard on 

membership and are proud to 

report that our numbers have 

increased to 46 members so 

far this year, compared to 35 

last year. We will continue to 

work on recruitment during 

November and wish everyone 

a Happy DECA month! 

Southside DECA started off the year by joining Northside DECA on a 

trip to Career Day at Silver Dollar City where we learned about mar-

keting tactics and promotions used by the theme park. We have also 

been busy with fundraising to help raise money for competition, 

charity, and club expenses.  We are continuing our work to help 

Ronald McDonald House as well as MDA and Make a Wish.  Last 

month, 21 of our members attended the NWA Fall Leadership Con-

ference and had a great experience.  

Southside DECA has gotten off 

to a great start for the 2014-

2015 year! Officers were elect-

ed and are as follows: Atiel 

Burnett (President), Alyssa 

Wallace (Vice-President), Zach 

Mitchell (Secretary), Austin 

Harrison (Treasurer), Bailea 

Hamilton (Reporter), Collins 

Nellum (Historian), & Tay Fish-

er (Senior Rep).  



Maumelle goes to Silver Dollar City 

Maumelle High attended Silver Dollar City’s career day on September 

25th. The turn out was amazing with 52 students, with a few Robin-

son High students. The day was full of impactful learning with three 

different sessions for students to learn about jobs in the marketing 

field. This gave insight to workers across the Silver Dollar City Corpo-

ration with great advice and a trip through the everyday life of work-

ers in that career field. Some job fields included were Fashion and 

Merchandising, Food Marketing, and Rides and Attractions. Also 

some students were given the task to spot some of these different 

forms of marketing across the theme park, which was amazing with 

results given. After attending sessions, students drained their energy 

across the theme park for the rest of the day. 



Bentonville Meeting and Pumpkin Carving 

The DECA officer team gathered 

to carve pumpkins for the DECA pumpkin 

carving contest and plan their fall events.  

Students played football, carved pump-

kins, made s'mores and met as a team to 

set goals for the chapter. 

On November 6th we will be hosted a chapter meeting featuring guest 

speaker Mr. Barry Moehring, who works as a Marketing Team Leader 

for DreamWorks. Mr. Moehring will be spoke about his personal ca-

reer in marketing and shared with the chapter the types of projects 

he manages on a daily basis.   

It was interesting to hear him tell the students that he would hire 

someone with a great attitude and work ethic over someone with a 

bad attitude and experience.  This was an important piece of advice 

for the students in addition to encouraging them to try new things, 

make the most of our every experience, always be in a learning mode, 

and plan for change. The Bentonville DECA chapter will continue to 

bring in guest speakers throughout the year in order to continually 

educate and engage our members not only in marketing but in all 

forms of business as well. 



Washington Academy 

On October 21, Mayor M. Wayne Smith of Texarkana, Arkansas pro-
claimed November as Texarkana, Arkansas DECA Month to show his 
support of Arkansas High School’s and Washington Academy’s Mar-
keting Education program and DECA Chapters. 

Mayor M. Wayne Smith was approached and gladly gave his support 
to this proclamation.  While speaking with the students he remarked 
that he, too, was in DECA and the Distributive Education program.  
Representatives from Washington Academy DECA Chapter were:  
Haley Dion, Brandie Johnson and Kimbrionna Moore with advisor, 
Ms. Teresa Dow.  Five students from Arkansas High School DECA 
Chapter; Vicki Allen, Tyler Shackelford, Ryan Stiles, Deyana West, and 
Brennon Seifert were accompanied by Chapter Advisor, Mrs. Teresa 
Heflin.  



As high school students, it is important to be informed about what 
everyone desires, money! Financial Literacy is the ability to under-
stand how money works in the world: how that person manages it, 
how they invest it and how that person donates it to help others  

      IF IT DOESN’T MAKE DOLLARS,  

                                         THEN IT DOESN’T MAKE CENTS 

 -ALMA DECA 

Making the right investments, spending choices and saving plans is 
essential in the quest to be successful; this is why it's very important 
to be financially literate. Personal financial literacy is much more than 
simply being able to balance a checkbook, get a job or compare prices 
of a product. It includes skills such as planning for the future, having 
long term goals and visions, and having the discipline to use the skills 
on an everyday basis.  

A good financial literacy program covers topics such as checking and 
savings accounts, budgeting, understanding credit, and investing. Tak-
ing a course or a workshop is very helpful for many people when 
learning about their finances, and for some it is the best way to learn 
about them and know how to handle them correctly. 

A recent Huffington Post article titled “Advancing Past Average” 

states that the United States in below average in financial literacy, 

even though that is what the U.S. is rated.  The article state that the 

three best themes to expand and increase the impact of financial 

literacy on Americans are: 

-Recognize teachers are the backbone of financial literacy so 

make sure yours are distinguished 

-Look beyond the classroom for information 

-Help equip younger students make good financial choices as 

they grow 



Stuttgart 

Stuttgart DECA has been busy this fall.  We have had two major fund-
raisers so our members can enjoy DECA activities:  Battle of ARCO t-
shirts and our fried shrimp dinner.  
Both were great successes.   

Seventeen of our members attended the 
DECA Central Arkansas Fall Conference at 
Pulaski Technical College in October. Two 
of our members, Jillian Anderson and 
Mysheara McCoy-Sullivan achieved medals 
for their performance on the tests.   

Chapter members enjoyed 
“Freaky Friday Frankfurters” on 
Halloween during both lunch pe-
riods.  They ate hot dogs and 
cheese dip/chips for lunch. In 
December, we will have our 
Christmas dinner/potluck so we 
can wrap socks as gifts for our 
local nursing home residents.    



Stacey Peters contacted Rebecca Aguilera, Chapter President, 

looking for four volunteers to work the biggest charity fundraising 

event for March of Dimes in the Central Arkansas area. The DECA 

members got to attend the black tie event and help with the Silent 

Auction. This was an amazing experience watching businesses 

willingly donate to such a great cause. DECA students got to han-

dle the Silent Auction mystery packages. The donors would come 

up and pick one of the secret boxes ranging from $25-$100. This 

was also a great time for the members to communicate with local 

businesses personnel on how DECA has prepared them for the 

business world. Many of the attendees were very impressed with 

the DECA members.  

Maumelle DECA members help with March of 

Dimes event 



MEET YOUR STATE OFFICERS 

Rebecca Aguilera, President 

Madeline Hopson, Vice President of Civic Consciousness 

Jennifer Laman, Vice President of Membership 

Anna Albers, Vice President of Finance 

Hannah Williamson, Vice President of Communications 



REBECCA AGUILERA 

President 

Age:  17 

Siblings: Older sister, Younger 

brother 

Favorite Color: Blue 

Favorite Hobby: Community 

Service 

Favorite Sport: to watch, foot-

ball 

Favorite Movie:  Grease, Frozen, 

and Happy Feet 

Q: Something about me 

that most people would be 

surprised about is... 

A: I have been to Disney 

World 18 times. 



MADELINE HOPSON 

VP of Civic Consciousness  
Age: 17 

Siblings: Hannah Hopson(21) 

Favorite Color: Royal Blue 

Favorite Hobby: Spending time with her cat Charlie 

Favorite Sport: Tennis 

Favorite Movie: Perks of being a Wallflower 

Q: If Hollywood were to make a movie about you, who 

would you want to cast as yourself? 

A: If they were to make a movie about me, I would hope 

they would cast Zooey Deschanel because she is fabu-

lous! 



 Jennifer Laman 

VP of Membership 
Age: 18 

Siblings: 15 year old 

brother, 12 year old 

sister 

Favorite Color: Royal 

Purple 

Favorite Hobby: 

Painting  

Favorite Sport: Com-

petitive Swimming 

Favorite Movie: Tan-

gled or Prisoners 

Q: If you were to be stranded on an island and could take 3 

things with you, what would you take and why? 

A: I would take a toothbrush because I can’t stand having 

dirty teeth, my best friend for company, and some sun-

screen so I don’t get an awful sunburn. Of course I’d love  

a boat too, in order to get off the island.  



ANNA ALBERS 

VP of Finance 
Age: 17 

Siblings: David(20) and 

Addison(14) 

Favorite Color: Red 

Favorite Hobby: Baking 

and Hiking  

Favorite Sport: 

Kayaking 

Favorite Movie: Silver 

Linings Playbook 

Q: If you won $20 mil-

lion dollars in the 

lottery, what would you 

do with it? 

A: If I won $20 million I 

would probably keep 

about $5 million for my family and myself, I'd buy my-

self an exotic short haired cat, I'd donate $2 million to 

my local animal shelter, and the remainder would be 

given as funding for educational purposes for children 

with learning disabilities. 



HANNAH WILLIAMSON 

VP of Communications 
Age: 15 

Siblings: 26 year old broth-

er, David 

Favorite Color: green or 

light blue 

Favorite Hobby: Spending 

time with my youth group  

Favorite Sport: Cheerlead-

ing  

Favorite Movie: The Blind 

Side 

Q: If you could attend any 

college you wanted, 

where would you go 

and why? 

A: I would probably go to the University of Mississippi 

because my brother went there and I want to follow in 

his footsteps. Although that is where I would like to 

attend, I’m still not positive about where I will really go.  



As a state officer leading Arkansas DECA, I could not be 

any more proud of all that we have done and accom-

plished as a state so far this year. It truly takes all of us 

working together to make this  year of “ I AM DECA” the 

best year yet! I  appreciate every member and advisor 

so much! Thanks for 

all you do!  

-Hannah Williamson, 

Vice President of  

Communications 


