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Hello Arkansas DECA,
I first want to thank you all for your
hard work you put in this year. Arkansas
DECA has reached so many goals this
year. One of those being the highest
membership Arkansas DECA has ever
had. This is all thanks to you, the members who make up our awesome state.
Thank you Arkansas DECA for trusting
me to lead this year as State President.
It has been such an amazing experience. I can't wait to see all of you at
State Conference very soon. Keep up
the great work.
-President, Rebecca Aguilera

Arkansas DECA has accomplished a lot in the past year. Both Fall Conferences were major successes, the December Chronicle had an
amazing turn out, social media connection with chapters across the
state increased, and I’m sure SCDC will be outstanding as well! This
year’s State Conference will be a very memorable one, as we are
granting a wish with the money Arkansas DECA has raised. Good luck
to everyone competing at SCDC! I look forward to seeing you there!
-VP of Communications, Hannah Williamson

ALMA HIGH SCHOOL
The Alma DECA chapter has been truly focusing on
fundraising this year. All of the Alma DECA chapter
members have been donating to the multiple activities and events we have hosted as well as helping
with the fundraisers themselves. We have donated
$1,322.36 to the Make-A-Wish foundation through
bake sales and a multitude of other fundraisers. We
have donated $200 to the Muscular Dystrophy Association thorough Miracle Minute donations and other fundraisers. We have also donated over $260 to
the Arkansas Children’s Hospital through the donation of colors and coloring books for patients at the
hospital. Our members have also been hard at work on their projects. One of our members,
Makenzie Appleton, has promoted financial literacy not only to chapter members but the
community and Alma High School, as well. Alma DECA has also started “flocking” local businesses and community members, flocking is where a flock of flamingoes goes from yard to
yard, numbers depending on the donation total. The Alma DECA chapter is very happy with
our fundraising totals thus far in the year and we hope to keep adding to these totals as the

BENTONVILLE HIGH SCHOOL
Bentonville High School DECA chapter has had an exciting few months following the celebration of DECA month in November. In
preparation for SCDC, we partnered with
Wal-Mart to conduct 2 mock competitions
where students took sample tests and presented role plays for judges from the local
community. This proved to be a valuable
experience for students and judges alike.
In addition, 7 chapter members recently
attended the DECA Sports & Entertainment
Marketing Conference in Orlando, Florida.
Hosted by Universal Studios theme parks,
this conference provided students with insight into the challenges and rewards of working
in these industries through stories told by seasoned veterans working in the field. Attending this event was one of the best DECA experiences our group has had in recent history.
Recently, our chapter learned that our SBE, Tiger Prints, earned gold level re-certification
from DECA. The SBE team worked diligently on preparing the certification manual showing
evidence that our store continues to meet business standards in the areas of distribution,
operations, and human resources. In only its second year of operation, Tiger Prints is consistently profitable and continues to serve as an excellent learning lab for our students and
chapter members alike.
CTSO month is always a busy one for most DECA chapters.
This year, BHS DECA will present its 4th annual Mr. BHS pageant featuring over 20 senior boys in an effort to raise funds
for DECA scholarships and meet our goal to grant a wish to a
“Make a Wish” child this spring. This event has proven to be a
crowd-pleasing and entertaining evening for families, students, and faculty while also yielding funds to support our
chapter in its civic consciousness efforts. Overall, our chapter
is looking forward to a fantastic SCDC, granting our wish, and
continuing to show how DECA inspires leaders in our school
and community.

HARRISON HIGH SCHOOL
Harrison DECA member volunteers for
Breakfast at Santa's Workshop - a fundraising project for Arkansas Children's Hospital.

Harrison DECA visits FedEx Forum for
Pro Sports Career with the Memphis
Grizzlies.

Harrison High School DECA donates
350 toys to Arkansas Children's Hospital.

HERITAGE HIGH SCHOOL STARTS NEW TRADITIONS

When Heritage High School first opened not so long ago, we tried to be a high school
that made everyone feel like they belonged to something important. People quickly found
their sense of belonging when the HHS DECA chapter began. Since our chapter is so new we
have no traditions to uphold, so HHS DECA has had the privilege of creating our own.
The focus this year has been to raise money for the Arkansas Children’s Hospital. We
put together a fundraiser during Christmas wrapping presents at Barnes and Noble. Of
course, before that could happen we had to spend an embarrassing amount of time learning
how to wrap presents correctly. After the group mastered the art of present wrapping, our
fundraiser was a huge success!
Our next task will be putting on a DECA Dance. We will be selling tickets, concessions,
and prize items and all of the proceeds will go towards the Arkansas Children’s Hospital. Since
HHS DECA has never thrown a dance before, we are very excited for this new and beneficial
challenge.
Starting something great is always difficult. There will always be things that don’t go
your way, and obstacles to overcome. At the end of the day, what matters is that you made
the first step. HHS DECA has made the first step in creating a long line of traditions for our
members to cherish and uphold. What an exciting time it is to be a member of Heritage High
School’s DECA chapter.

JACKSONVILLE HIGH SCHOOL
Greetings from Jacksonville High School DECA. We
have worked hard to increase the membership of
our chapter at our school. Last year we had approximately 32 and this year we grew to 52 members. Our major fundraiser to help pay for the
many activities DECA has to offer is the JHS DECA
Spirit Shop. Students volunteer every week to help
work in the store and help advertise things sold in
the store. This helps the students in their marketing careers and helps promote the DECA organization as a whole.

Jacksonville DECA attended Career Day at Silver Dollar City in Branson, Missouri on September 25, 2014. The students were given three sessions to choose from to learn about different jobs in the marketing fields related to entertainment. After the sessions, students were
able to enjoy the park.

JHS DECA had 13 students attend the Central Arkansas Fall Leadership Conference at Pulaski Tech in NLR. We all enjoyed our time learning about leadership and community involvement. It was nice meeting other DECA students from the central Arkansas area.

MAUMELLE HIGH SCHOOL
On Friday, January 30 2015, Maumelle High School’s DECA chapter participated in raising
money for the Make-A-Wish foundation. Make-A-Wish is a
nonprofit foundation that uses donations to grant a wish to a
child with a life-threatening disease in the United States and its
territories. Arkansas DECA set goals for each school to raise
$400 to donate to the foundation at the state competition in
March. Maumelle High School took on this challenge, and set
out for a “Miracle Minute” during advisory. January 30th, chapter officers partnered together and went around during the
scheduled time and went to classrooms to collect donations.
After collecting all of the donations, the school raised a total of
around $371, and at another time, DECA members donated a total of around $20. In total,
Maumelle High School raised around $390 to donate to the Make-A-Wish foundation.

With ICDC in mind Maumelle High DECA members worked Celebrity Attractions shows at the
High School on the weekends to raise money. The MHS DECA Chapter bought concessions to
sell at the show; all the profit was divided up between the workers to go towards their trip to
Orlando for Nationals! It was a great opportunity to raise money and spend time with members!

NORTHSIDE

HIGH SCHOOL

Northside High School DECA in Fort Smith has had one active
year. The DECA officers went on the Power Trip to D.C., our
SBO class is recertifying our School-Based Enterprise for gold,
a miracle minute at a basketball game, and also a jean drive.
On the Power Trip in Washington D.C., our officers participated in multiple workshops throughout the week and also
were able to experience the historical aspects of that great
town with all the history and businesses there were to see.
Our Small Business classes are all working to recertify Grizzly Gear. For the past 2 years, we
have been certified for the gold level, and that had given us three spots to attend ICDC. We
are hoping to continue on with that tradition!

Northside and Southside DECA chapter members came together to raise money for the
Make-A-Wish Foundation at their rivalry basketball game. It’s one of the biggest high school
basketball games in Fort Smith. At halftime, two DECA members from both chapters went to
the middle of the court and explained to the crowd that we wanting to help make a wish for
a child through the Make-A-Wish Foundation. A minute was put up on the clock and DECA
members passed boxes through the stands of the stadium. Together, they raised $1,058!
We have been very busy and focused at Northside this year. Especially busy with ICDC coming up, but no matter how busy we are, we will always remember one thing: I AM DECA.

ROGERS HIGH SCHOOL
Hobbs State Park Trail . . . This year our DECA Club continued our community outreach project in connection with the Hobbs State Park on Beaver Lake near our home town of Rogers.
We met with officials Hobbs when school started and agreed to maintain the same trail as we
had last year. We got approval from our principal and signed the contract with Hobbs officials. Our DECA Club is responsible for walking the trail each month and clearing it from all
debris so the community can walk the trail. Most of the time it needs to be cleared of limbs
that fall unto the trail. One of our DECA members who is an avid outdoors man takes the
lead each month in organizing the DECA group who walks the trail for that month.

JACKSONVILLE HIGH SCHOOL
DECA’s Power Trip was an amazing experience for the Jacksonville DECA students. All students were able to explore DC with tours and learn how the business world operates. On
the trip, we were able to visit some of the most known memorials such as: The Lincoln Memorial, The Arlington National Cemetery, The White House and so much more!

JHS DECA is looking forward to
SCDC in Little Rock on March 02 &
03. We hope to have around 20
students and 2 advisors attend the
conference. We are excited about
the opportunities this conference
will have for us and hoping to be
competitive in our events so that
we may attend ICDC in Orlando,
Florida in April.

SOUTHSIDE HIGH SCHOOL
Southside High School DECA students have been hard at work with fundraising efforts, community service, and competition prep all taking up a good deal of time. Member recruitment
has remained a central focus as more members have been added, bringing our total membership to 66.
While cross-town rivals on the court, Southside and Northside DECA members worked together for a good cause at our last basketball game to conduct a Miracle Minute for Make-aWish. Presidents from both chapters spoke to the large crowd who attended and Fort Smith
residents were generous in donating over $1,000.
February will be filled with activities to promote Career & Technical Education and plenty of
studying for SCDC. We look forward to seeing everyone in Little Rock!

WASHINGTON ACADEMY CHARTER SCHOOL
On February 17, the DECA
chapters from Arkansas High
School, Texas High School
and Washington Academy
Charter School will participate in their annual Bowl-aThon at Holiday Bowl on
State Line Avenue.
Arkansas High School DECA
Chapter has held a benefit
Bowl-a-Thon each year for
over 20 years. In 2011 the
Texas High School chapter
began participating. This
year the newly formed
Washington Academy Charter School DECA Chapter is
joining the cause.
Beginning February 2, DECA
members of all three chapters will be taking pledges
and donations for MDA.
Sponsors may pledge any
amount per pin that is
scored by the member. Following the bowling session
of 3 games the member will
collect from the sponsors.
Donations will be accepted
as well. Members will bowl
on February 17 from 2 p.m.
to 4 p.m. at Holiday Bowl.

The Marketing students of Washington Academy Charter
School have been participating in activities that focus on
economics. In order to make the concepts more relevant
the students have been involved with classroom projects
focusing on scarcity, economic utility, economic resources
and economic questions of society.
In order to identify the economic resources (factors of
production) of a product students were given a small candy bar and asked to identify all of the resources needed
to create, develop, manufacture and distribute the item.
Students then categorized the items from their list as
land/natural, labor/human, or capital resources.
To illustrate scarcity each student was given a packet of
various “resources” in different quantities. Each student
assumed the responsibility of leader of a country. Each
leader was given the task of developing items to simulate
food, clothing, shelter, education and recreation for their
citizens. One catch was each country had different needs.
Students had to trade with the other “countries” to acquire what was needed for their country.
Economic utility is how a product or service gives satisfaction to the consumer. For example, milk is sold in various
sizes for consumers thus creating form utility. To reinforce economic utility and economic resources the students were asked if they would like some lemonade. The
students were then provided lemons, water, sugar and a
cup. Not the form they were imagining, thus illustrating
form utility.
In order to reinforce their experience of economic systems and the three basic economic questions students
wrote a short puppet show. Student had the option of
creating hand puppets or utilizing a mobile tablet application to create the puppet show. Scripts and the puppet
show had to be presented.

In this edition of the Chronicle, there is a special section:
What DECA means to YOU!
Yes, we are all a part of DECA because we have an interest in Marketing, but what is DECA to YOU personally? Why
did you join DECA? Why do you continue to be active in DECA
year after year?
DECA is an amazing organization and the “What DECA
means to YOU” section gives members a chance to hear from
other members across the state about why DECA is such a big
part of their lives. This year’s theme is “I AM DECA” so this
section allows members to tell us why “they are DECA”.

KATIE FISHER, ALMA HIGH SCHOOL
My teacher, Mr. White asked me to join DECA because he really thought I’d do well in it. That
year I went to the Arkansas State Conference, which was really exciting. I didn’t even make
top six, which broke my heart. But before I got to cry about it, this girl came on stage and
started talking about how she didn’t make it her first year either. And how she told her teacher she was going to quit and not take marketing the following year. Her teacher laughed in
her face and said “You’re going to let that stop you? If so, we don’t need you in the marketing
program.” She continued on saying that if she had quit, who would’ve won?
I decided to be in DECA the following year, my freshman year in high school. I participated,
practiced, and did all the things my advisor told me to do. I got second place out of sixteen
people, including seniors in the event I entered at conference, Human Resources Management.
Now I’m a sophomore, and I cannot wait to compete this year, and hopefully come home
with a first place plaque. Even though I’ve only won once, I cannot thank the Alma DECA program enough for what it has given me. New friends, volunteer work, leadership skills, and
hardworking techniques. Being in the marketing program also taught me a very important
lesson; the more you give, the more you get.
Thank you to everyone who has contributed to my success, I can never repay you enough. I
hope to succeed more during my journey with Ms. Siler, Mr. White, and my fellow DECA
members.

TYREN KUTZ, MAUMELLE HIGH SCHOOL

Being someone that has high interest in the
marketing field for my career, DECA was
something I saw I need to be apart of. Coming
into high school, I had already researched and
made plans for my future being involved in
DECA. Meeting Mrs. Camp, the Marketing
Teacher of the Year for 2013-2014, and seeing
her bright personality and passion for DECA
just made the DECA dream even better.
Setting my eyes out for nationals in Atlanta, I
wanted to compete at state, and I decided to
participate in a role play. Having failed to
achieve my goals of going to nationals, it
made me want to attend nationals even
more. So this year, I've decided to participate
in another role play hoping to make it to Orlando for nationals.

CHASE HUNTER, BENTONVILLE HIGH SCHOOL

DECA represents more than just a club. It teaches us ways we should deal with business situations. Not only does it teach us how to collaborate with groups and people, it also shows us
the importance of interacting with new acquaintances. DECA has emphasized the importance
of teamwork, hard work, and dedication. It has challenged my mind working in many different
facets of the business world, and helps to eliminate one dimensional thinking in the business
world. I am extremely thankful DECA has forced me to experience all areas of business, including finance, management, and marketing. I once heard, "Life's too short, and work hours
(or in this case school hours) are too long to not do what you love. So dream big and make
goals, and do what you love, and love what you do," and because of DECA I am able to do that
so that's why I love it.

Hello Arkansas DECA,
What an amazing year for us as a state! It has definitely been one
for the books! Arkansas DECA surpassed their record membership this
year (thanks to all of you!!). We have also raised enough money to grant
a wish at State Conference. That is absolutely amazing and all made
possible because of all of you! As your Vice President of Communications, I am so happy with the turn out of this year. The social media presence of Arkansas DECA increased this year, so that means the connection with schools across the state increased! Both chronicles were very
successful as well.
I want to thank all members for helping us in raising money to
grant the wish. I also want to thank all of the advisors for working with me
this year! I have loved serving Arkansas as the Vice President of Communications this year and hate to see it come to an end! Thank you for
letting me serve you this year Arkansas DECA! See you soon!
-VP of Communications, Hannah Williamson

